
Mountain guiding: mountain guides / canyoning 
guides / sport climbing instructors – temporary 
services (excursion traffic) 

General information 

Mountain guides, canyoning guides and sport climbing instructors from other provinces or foreign 
states may temporarily operate in Vorarlberg for occasional excursions without having to acquire a 
licence or permit according to the Vorarlberg regulations. 

Dates and deadlines 

The Mountain Guides Association (Bergführerverband) must be notified in advance of the 
commencement of the activity. This notification must be renewed every 2 years. 

Requirements 

The Mountain Guides Association must be notified in advance of the commencement of the activity. 
 
The following evidence must be attached to the notification: 
a) evidence of nationality, 
b) evidence of professional qualifications, 
c) evidence of the content and scope of completed training and examinations (curricula and similar), 
d) evidence of legal establishment in the country of origin, 
e) if this profession is not regulated in the Member State of origin, evidence of corresponding 
professional practice of at least 1 year's duration in the previous 10 years, and 
f) if relevant, a certificate documenting a change of name. 
 
Evidence can be submitted either as originals or copies. If there is any doubt about the authenticity of 
a document, a certified copy may be requested. For evidence listed in letters a) to d), a translation by 
a certified translation agency must be enclosed upon request for all documents not in German. 

Relevant body 

Vorarlberger Bergführerverband [Vorarlberg Mountain Guides’ Association]: 
Contact: +43 (0)6642234935;vorarlberg@bergfuehrer.at;www.bergfuehrer.at/vorarlberg 

Costs and payments 

As a rule, no fee is payable. 

If, however, the Mountain Guide Association identifies deficiencies in the declared qualification that 
could lead to a serious risk to the health and safety of the guided person or the accompanying 
persons, this will be determined by the Provincial Government (Landesregierung) by means of an 
official decision. Administrative charges and fees are due under the Federal Law on Dues 
(Gebührengesetz) for this notification. 
EUR 14.20 provincial administrative charge 
EUR 47.30 application fee in accordance with the Federal Law on Dues 
EUR 83.60 fee for the official certified copy, in accordance with the Federal Law on Dues 
Further costs depend on the number of appendices submitted (EUR 3.90 per sheet (= four 
DIN A4 pages), maximum EUR 21.80 per appendix). 

mailto:vorarlberg@bergfuehrer.at
http://www.bergfuehrer.at/vorarlberg


 
If a report by a non-official expert is necessary, this will be communicated separately in advance. 

Online forms 

Mountain guiding: mountain guides / canyoning guides / sport climbing 
instructors – temporary services (excursion traffic) 

Legal basis 

Section 21 of the Mountain Guides Act (Bergführergesetz), Provincial Government 
Regulation on the detailed requirements for excursion traffic under the Mountain Guides 
Act (Verordnung der Landesregierung über die näheren Voraussetzungen im 
Ausflugsverkehr nach dem Bergführergesetz) 

General Administrative Procedure Act (Allgemeines Verwaltungsverfahrensgesetz) 1991 

Vorarlberg Provincial Regulation on Administrative Fees 
(Verwaltungsabgabenverordnung des Landes Vorarlberg) 

Federal Law on Dues 1957 

Authentication and signature 

An electronic or handwritten signature is not required for applications. 

Appeals 

Appeals against decisions of the Provincial Government may be lodged with the 
Regional Administrative Court (Landesverwaltungsgericht). The appeal must specify the 
contested decision and the authority that issued it. It must contain a request and set out 
the grounds on which the allegation of illegality is based. The appeal must be filed in 
writing to the relevant competent provincial government within 4 weeks of the date of 
notification of the decision and must contain information that makes it possible to assess 
its timeliness. The appeal may be filed electronically: Appeals in administrative 
proceedings. 

Assistance and problem-solving services 

eap@vorarlberg.gv.at 

Entity responsible for the content 

Amt der Vorarlberger Landesregierung 
Römerstraße 15 
6900 Bregenz 

Last updated 

16 October 2019 

https://formulare.vorarlberg.gv.at/formularserver/user/formular.aspx?path=(land)&pid=008e82358cff4e57956fb370892288d8&pn=B851c3d75127b4f18bdd9af83a2367eea&data=%3Cpar%3E%3Coe%3EVorarlberger%20Bergf%C3%BChrerverband%3C/oe%3E%3Cvs%3EEMAIL%3C/vs%3E%3Clkz%3ESF-SE-VB-AD%3C/lkz%3E%3Ccode%3E5728f312b7009518c64b5076ea070fad%3C/code%3E%3C/par%3E
https://formulare.vorarlberg.gv.at/formularserver/user/formular.aspx?path=(land)&pid=008e82358cff4e57956fb370892288d8&pn=B851c3d75127b4f18bdd9af83a2367eea&data=%3Cpar%3E%3Coe%3EVorarlberger%20Bergf%C3%BChrerverband%3C/oe%3E%3Cvs%3EEMAIL%3C/vs%3E%3Clkz%3ESF-SE-VB-AD%3C/lkz%3E%3Ccode%3E5728f312b7009518c64b5076ea070fad%3C/code%3E%3C/par%3E
https://formulare.vorarlberg.gv.at/formularserver/user/formular.aspx?path=(land)&pid=008e82358cff4e57956fb370892288d8&pn=B851c3d75127b4f18bdd9af83a2367eea&data=%3Cpar%3E%3Coe%3EVorarlberger%20Bergf%C3%BChrerverband%3C/oe%3E%3Cvs%3EEMAIL%3C/vs%3E%3Clkz%3ESF-SE-VB-AD%3C/lkz%3E%3Ccode%3E5728f312b7009518c64b5076ea070fad%3C/code%3E%3C/par%3E
https://formulare.vorarlberg.gv.at/formularserver/user/formular.aspx?path=(land)&pid=008e82358cff4e57956fb370892288d8&pn=B851c3d75127b4f18bdd9af83a2367eea&data=%3Cpar%3E%3Coe%3EVorarlberger%20Bergf%C3%BChrerverband%3C/oe%3E%3Cvs%3EEMAIL%3C/vs%3E%3Clkz%3ESF-SE-VB-AD%3C/lkz%3E%3Ccode%3E5728f312b7009518c64b5076ea070fad%3C/code%3E%3C/par%3E
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Data protection information 

Personal data is processed in order to handle your case and/or conduct proceedings. 
Information on data processing and your rights as a data subject can be found in the 
form. 

Further information 

Mountain guides, canyoning guides and sport climbing instructors from other provinces or foreign 
states may temporarily operate in Vorarlberg for occasional excursions without having to acquire a 
licence or permit according to the Vorarlberg regulations. The Mountain Guides’ Association must be 
notified in advance of the commencement of the first activity as a mountain guide, canyoning guide or 
sport climbing instructor in a given year. The evidence mentioned under ‘Requirements’ must be 
attached; the Mountain Guide’s Association will check it. 
 
In any case, the professional qualification of an non-resident mountain guide, canyoning guide or sport 
climbing instructor is presumed if they hold a certificate from an international association of mountain 
guide associations. 
 
If the Mountain Guides’ Association identifies deficiencies in the notified qualification that could lead to 
a serious risk to the health and safety of the guided person or the accompanying persons, the Mount 
Guides’ Association will inform the Provincial Government. The Provincial Government will determine 
the deficiencies by means of a decision. The applicant will then be given the opportunity to make up 
for the lack of qualifications by taking an aptitude test with the Mountain Guides’ Association. 

Feedback forms 

 
Feedback on information services 
Feedback on barriers in the internal market 

 

https://foq.youreurope.europa.eu/info-service-noft?lang=de
https://fosmo.youreurope.europa.eu/?lang=de

